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ment their entire adhesion to the nine points recited in the identic note of the two powers, that is to say:
1.  The maintenance of peace to the exclusion of all policy of aggression.
2.  The maintenance of the status quo in the East, based on the treaties, to the exclusion of all policy of compensation.
3.  The maintenance of the local autonomies established by these same treaties.
4.  The independence of Turkey as guardian of important European interests (the Caliphate, the freedom of the Straits, etc.) to be independent (sic) of all foreign preponderating influence.
5.  Consequently, Turkey can neither cede nor delegate her rights over Bulgaria to any other Power, nor intervene in order to establish a foreign administration there, nor tolerate acts of coercion undertaken with this latter object, under the form either of a military occupation or of the despatch of volunteers; neither will Turkey, who has by the treaties been constituted guardian of the Straits, be able to cede any portion of her sovereign rights, nor delegate her authority to any other power in Asia Minor.
6.  The desire of the three Powers to be associated with Turkey for the common defence of these principles.
7.  In case of Turkey resisting any illegal enterprises such as are indicated in Article 5, the three Powers will immediately come to an agreement as to the measures to be taken for causing to be respected the independence of the Ottoman Empire and the integrity of its territory as secured by previous treaties.
8.  Should the conduct of the Porte, however, in the opinion of the three Powers, assume the character of complicity with or connivance at any such illegal enterprise, the three Powers will consider themselves justified by existing treaties in proceeding either jointly or separately to the provisional occupation by their forces, military or naval, of such points of Ottoman territory as they may agree to consider it necessary to occupy in order to secure the objects determined by previous treaties.